Spanish Water Dog Club (UK)
2020 Breed (Physical) Health Survey report
I would like to thank everyone who took the time to participate in our third Breed Health Survey. As I
only took on the post of Breed Health Co-Ordinator in the latter half of 2020, it was quite late in the
year by the time the survey went online but we still managed to collect records for 336 SWDs from
countries all over the world.
Which country are you from?
As expected the majority of respondents were from the UK, but there were owners form the USA,
Canada and Europe (0% means less than 1% of respondents). 4% were from Spain.
Other
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This survey was more UK-centric than in 2017, when around 57% of the SWDs were from the UK.
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Which country is your SWD from?
In 2017, 53% were from the UK, 12% were from Spain.
Again, as expected, the majority of SWDs in the survey were from the UK, 61% but there were more
from Spain 18%, perhaps reflecting the increase in imports but also adoption from Spain in the last
few years.
(0% on the chart meaning less than 1%).
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Is your SWD registered with Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), UK Kennel Club (KC),
American Kennel Club (AKC) or equivalent governing body.
If so what is their Kennel Name?
This question caused some confusion, as it is really two questions in one. This meant that we did not
get many registered names, lots of respondents answered with the body with which their SWD was
registered, but not its name. This will be modified in future surveys.
There was also evidence in the answers to this question that some owners had attempted to answer
the survey just once for more than one SWD.

No
13%
Registered
78%

Not registered
1%
Blank
8%
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Quite a few of the blank fields seemed to be SWDs from FCI or other foreign countries, so this is an
artificially high number.
What is your SWD's Pet Name?
Just a bit of fun, the most popular boys; names were Ziggy, Winston and Pablo.
For girls it was Lola, Luna, Tia and Maya.
What sex is your SWD?
55% of SWDs were female, 45% male.
Do you know the CoI (Coefficient of Inbreeding) for your SWD? If so, please give it below (NEW)
We had KC calculated Coefficients of Inbreeding (CoI) for 127 SWDs. When going through the
entries, I noticed several cases where the dogs were definitely registered in the UK, but as their full
KC registered names had not been given, their CoI scores could not be calculated.
However, we can calculate an average CoI for the 127 dogs of 3.0%, which is actually lower than this
year’s KC breed average, calculated on all dogs in our breed registered in 2020 (4.4%). The highest
CoI was 22.6, the lowest were 0.0-0.1%.
Of course, the CoI for foreign dogs which have not been reciprocally registered with the KC cannot
be calculated easily, even if we know their registered names, so they were not included, unless the
owner had given the CoI, which several did.
See above for confusion of owners with the question on registration.Is your SWD entire or have
they been neutered / spayed?
The high number of dogs and bitches which are entire perhaps reflects the fact that I am sure many
of the SWDs entered in the survey are owned by breeders, so there will be fewer neutered dogs
than in the general population.
Dog Neutered,
64, 19%

Dog Entire, 95,
28%
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Bitch Entire, 81,
23%

Bitch Spayed,
103, 30%

What activities does your SWD take part in?
30.00
25.00
20.00
15.00
10.00

0.00

Agility
Barn Hunt
Cadaver work
Camping
Cani-X
Companion and family pet
Deer tracking
Dock Diving
Fast CAT
Flyball
Frisbee
Good Citizens
Gundog work
Herding
Hill walking
Hoopers
Obedience
Pet sitting Assistant
Rally
Retired
Retrieving
Sailing
Scentwork
Search and Rescue
Searching
Showing (Championship or…
Showing (Fun or Companion…
Spanish obedience work
Stooge dog work
Swimming
Therapy dog
Toss n Fetch
Trick Training
Walking
Water Trials

5.00

As you can see, in 2020 there were over 30 activities mentioned which owners and SWDs are
participating in. The most popular was agility, closely followed by obedience, showing (both Fun/
Companion shows and Championship shows), Good Citizens’ and companion and family pet. Again, I
would think the high proportion of dogs being shown demonstrates a skew in the repondents.
Scentwork and gundog work were not far behind, with these disciplines definitely on the rise here in
the UK.
Many SWDs participated in more than two activities, some training for eight or nine!
These facts all reflect the versatile, athletic nature of our breed and the variety of owners and their
interests.
Activity

Obedience

No. of
dogs
2017
(%)
133 (26%)

Showing (CH)

122 (24%)

Fun/ companion
shows
31 (9.3%) Water trials

Agility

113 (22%)

86 (26%)

Flyball

Good Citizens

104 (20%)

75
(22.5%)
65(12.8%) 44 (13%)

Cani-X

Gundog work
Companion
and family pet
Scentwork

No of
dogs
2020
(%)
74 (22%)

Activity

68
(20.1%)
46
(13.8%)
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Therapy dog work
Rally

No of
dogs
2017
(%)
61
(12%)
47
(9%)
33
(6.5%)
16
(3.1%)
15
(3%)

No of
dogs
2020
(%)
77
(23%)
29
(8.7%)
20
(6.0%)
21
(6.3%)
14
(4.1%)
29
(8.7%)

The activities in 2017 were listed in order of popularity, so we can see that participation in most
activities has stayed around the same over the last three years, but we see the largest reduction in
Showing at Championship show level, a drop of nearly 14%, but there is a significant increase in
participation at fun shows, which has nearly doubled.
Participation in obedience has also reduced, from 26 to 22%, but this may be explained by the slight
increase in Good Citizens and/or the increase in popularity of rally as a sport (given the potential
confusion in terms).
Scentwork and Rally are now much more popular and deserve inclusion in the list of top activities.
What condition is your SWD in?
The good news is that in 2020 the vast majority of our SWDs are considered to be in ideal condition,
with only a few overweight and just one who is too thin (and getting on).
Too Thin, 1, 0%

Underweight, 8,
2%

Obese, 1, 0%

Overweight, 30,
9%

Ideal, 303, 89%

In 2017, no dogs were considered to be obese, and the vast majority was considered to be ideal,
89.9%, very similar to 2020.
What coat colour is your SWD?
Brown and white (30%) was the biggest proportion of coat colour, followed by solid brown (22%).
There are a few Tricolours being born, but the 0% shows this is less than 1% of the SWDs in the
survey.
These results are similar to 2017, where brown and white was also the most popular coat colour
reported (29.2%).
Solid Black - all shades including
grey 12%

Cream - all shades (including
gold) 11%

Brown and White
30%
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Tri-coloured
0%

Black and White 24%

Brown - all shades 22%

It is worth mentioning here that the survey did not ask about pigmentation, therefore if we are
considering pale pigment vs dark pigment, we cannot use these results to help us.
What is your SWD's coat like? (please tick as many boxes as you need)
The coat description was complicated, as lots of boxes could be ticked for each SWD.
Lots of SWD owners reported that coats were woolly and thick, often matting up, but there were
also lots whose coats corded.
35
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25
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15
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5

0

These results are roughly similar to 2017 results.
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What colour are your SWD's eyes?
Unsurprisingly, most SWDs in the 2020 survey have brown eyes.
Pale
0%

Hazel
0%

Amber in both
eyes 24%
Black in both
eyes 6%

Brown in both
eyes 68%

Blind in both
eyes 1%
Both
removed
1%

What tail type has your SWD got?
Around 52% of the SWDs in the survey were long-tailed, with 29% NBT and 4% tailless. However,
once again, probably the influence of breeders/ exhibitors may have skewed these numbers, with
the preference of many show people for the (traditional) short tail.
Tailless (ie no tail at all,
natural bobtail)
4%

Natural bobtail
(any length
except tailless)
29%

Docked
15%

Long Tail
52%

There are still 15% of docked tails, perhaps a surprisingly high number, given that docking has largely
disappeared for show dogs in the UK and Europe and given the dominance of dogs from these
countries in the survey.
The Club encourages all breeders to register Natural Bobtails (NBT) with the Kennel Club and
continue to test all breeding stock for Brachyury (NBT), to avoid mating NBT to NBT, as per the Club’s
Code of Ethics.
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Has your SWD been vaccinated?
The vast majority of the SWDs in the survey (62%) are still vaccinated yearly, perhaps a little
surprising, given strong movements against routine annual vaccinations in the UK.

Yes, yearly vaccinated by my
vet
62%

Yes, titre tested as a puppy, vaccinated as recommended by
a trained veterinary professional
2%

Yes, vaccinated as a puppy and afterwards titre tested as
recommended by a trained veterinary professional
11%

Only the initial
vaccinations as a
puppy
9%
Vaccinated as a
puppy, titre tested
afterwards and
vaccinated as
recommended by a
trained veterinary
professional
5%

Vaccinated every 3 years
(following WSAVA guidelines)
11%

Having said that, there are 11% which are vaccinated every 3 years, 11% vaccinated as puppies and
then titre tested and 9% who only have initial puppy vaccinations.
2% are titre tested as puppies and only vaccinated according to the results. It will be interesting to
chart the progress of different opinions regarding vaccination in the next Breed Health Survey.
Has your SWD ever had a reaction to a vaccination?
Happily, there were very few reactions to vaccinations being reported in 2020, only 4%, and these
reactions were relatively minor.
These results tallied with the 2017 results.
Has your SWD ever suffered an adverse reaction to any veterinary prescribed medication? If so
what medication? (NEW)
Happily, 94% of the SWDs report no adverse reaction to any prescribed medication, with 1% not
being sure. Of the other 5%, many were single cases, mostly reporting relatively minor reactions, but
with a few serious side effects reported.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Antibiotics. He got itching pimples all over his body. He scratched until he was bleeding. (1)
Anything causing stomach issues (1)
Glucosamine - vomiting and diarrhoea (1)
Lepto4- abscess at injection site. Skin rash. Agitation. (2)
Loxicom- diarrhoea (1)
Metacam – diarrhoea, severe vomiting, severe diarrhoea (3)
Not good with Gabbapentone, went doolally. (1)
Vomit after yearly booster. (1)
Pain killers (1)
Prednisone. Hair loss and abscesses (1)
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• Rimadyl- vomiting (1)
• She got aggressive when taking steroids and lost the knack of going outside to toilet (1)
• Valerian- opposite reaction to calming (1)
Worming tablet - diarrhoea and vomiting 15 minutes after taking tablet and not right for 24 hours
afterwards (1)
Steroid injection following severe allergy to food prescribed by vet (1)
It was notable that Metacam was mentioned several times.
This question had not been asked in 2017, so we cannot compare the results.
Has your SWD been DNA profiled?
73% of SWDs in the survey have not been DNA profiled, with a further 12% not sure. There was a
period some years ago when the Kennel Club was encouraging DNA profiles being held with them,
but as far as I know, it is not currently a requirement or particularly encouraged… this is a subject to
be kept under review.
Has your SWD been tested for prcd PRA and what was the result?
We can see from the graph that we have actually had a few Affected cases amongst the survey dogs,
but 45% of the dogs have not been tested for prcd PRA, which is a reduction from 53% in 2017. It is
encouraging that, as a proportion, more SWDs than ever are being tested for prcd PRA.
Given that we think the survey is perhaps skewed towards breeders/ exhibitors, we may have
expected more dogs to have at least been tested. The SWD Club requires breeders on its list to carry
out prcd PRA tests of both parents before breeding.

Yes - Clear
26%

Yes - Carrier
9%
Yes Affected
1%

Yes - Clear
by parentage
6%
No - but
Clear by
parentage
13%
Not Tested
45%

We should continue to encourage pet owners to test their dogs, especially as the cost of DNA tests is
not insurmountable, with the Laboklin breed bundle costing around £140.
We also have concessionary rates for Club members on the new Early Onset PRA DNA test with
Laboklin, too. Please contact the Secretary for your concessions form.
Has your SWD been tested for NAD (Neuroaxonal Dystrophy) and what was the result?
We have had no Affected cases of NAD in the UK, and it is not therefore surprising that we have a
high proportion, 72% of SWDs which have not been tested.
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The good news is that 26% of SWDs overall are Clear, either by testing or parentage and there is a
very low percentage, 2% of SWDs in the survey which have been tested as Carriers (which can safely
be bred to Clears to keep the breed as genetically diverse as possible).
Yes - Carrier
2%
Yes - Clear
16%
Not Tested
72%

Yes - Clear by
parentage
2%
No - but Clear
by parentage
8%

In 2017, the number of SWDs predicted when tested was broken down thus:
Clear

80%

Carrier 15%

Affected

5%

Affected

0%

The equivalent in 2020 is:
Clear

95%

Carrier 5%

We can be satisfied that the condition is being kept under control amongst reputable breeders, who
have accepted the SWD Club recommendations of testing for NAD of both parents before breeding
and it does not, thankfully, pose as much of a threat to our breed as was thought three years ago.
Has your SWD been tested for CHG (Congenital Hypothyroidism with Goiter) and what was the
result?
We have had very few Affected cases of CHG in the UK (the survey included 1 Affected SWD) and it is
not therefore surprising that we have a low percentage, 1% of SWDs in the survey which have been
tested as Carriers (which can safely be bred to Clears to keep the breed as genetically diverse as
possible).
Yes - Carrier
1%

Yes - Affected 0%

Yes - Clear
21%
Not Tested
67%

Yes - Clear by
parentage
4%
No - but Clear
by parentage
7%

In 2017, the number of SWDs predicted when tested was broken down thus:
Clear

50%

Carrier 30%

Affected

20%

Affected

0.9%

The equivalent in 2020 is:
Clear

94.8% Carrier 4.3%
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We can be satisfied that the condition is being kept under control amongst reputable breeders, who
have accepted the SWD Club recommendations of testing for CHG of both parents before breeding
and it does not, thankfully, pose as much of a threat to our breed as was thought three years ago.
Has your SWD been Hip Scored? What was the result of your SWD's Hip Test and which company
was the test conducted through?
In 2020, 213 (63%) SWDs in the survey had not been hip scored, with 126 having a score (37%). This
includes scores from authorities other than the BVA but as most dogs were resident in the UK, most
were BVA scores.

Not sure
19%

BVA
51%

OFA
5%

Penn Hip
9%

Swedish KC
1%
Unknown
13%
AKC
1%

ANKC
1%

So, over half the dogs in the survey had been hip-scored.
According to the British Veterinary Association (BVA) 1st January 2001 - 31st December 2016. The 15
year median score is 12 and the 5 year median score is 11.
According to the British Veterinary Association (BVA) 1st January 2003 - 31st December 2018. The 15
year median score is 12 and the 5 year median score is 11.
The BVA average hip score overall has not changed.
Given the relatively high expense, we can assume most of these are owned by breeders and
exhibitors, as most pet owners will not want to spend the money necessary.
Has your SWD been Elbow Scored?
Neither the Kennel Club nor the SWD Club recommend elbow scoring, so the fact that 9% have been
scored may seem surprising. These dogs all scored 0:0, reassuring us that elbow scoring is not a high
priority in the breed.
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Has your SWD been tested for Gonioscopy/ PLA?
The new PLA scoring system is much more finely tuned than the previous inspection for Glaucoma,
giving just a Pass or Fail score. This scheme has come in for our breed since the Health Survey 2017,
so we cannot compare results.
Scores of 0 and 1 are acceptable to use for breeding purposes, and ensure the condition should not
be passed on, however not many SWD have had more than one PLA test yet, so we don’t know how
much the scores may be expected to change over time.

Yes - Failed under previous testing system 1%

Yes - Passed under previous testing system 12%
No
75%
Yes - PLA Score 0 6%
Yes - PLA Score 1 4%
N/A
1%

Yes - PLA Score 2 1%

Again, as with hip scores, we see that 75% of the dogs surveyed have not been tested; this of course
includes foreign dogs and pet dogs.
Thankfully dogs with a score of 2, deemed unsuitable for breeding except in exceptional
circumstances, made up only 1% of the dogs surveyed and so far none have tested with a score of 3.
Was this PLA score received within the last 3 years? (NEW)
Only 12% of scores were received within the last 3 years, so we will await the next Breed Health
Survey to see if many tested dogs’ PLA scores change over time.
Has your SWD been Annual Eye Tested by a trained Ophthalmologist? (NEW)
As with the other health tests, 53% of the dogs have not been Annual Eye Tested.
Yes - done yearly
12%

Yes - done before
matings but not yearly
18%

Sometimes but not
annually
17%

The official Kennel Club Spanish Water Dog breed club for the UK
spanishwaterdogclub.co.uk

No
53%

Only 12% of SWDs are tested annually, whether they are used for breeding or not, but no details
were given as to what age of dogs this included.
Has your SWD had any "cause for concern" in any of their Annual Eye Tests?
There were few notes of concern: 1 dog was changed from 0 to 1 on second test, but no concerns, 1
dog has now tested Affected for Early Onset PRA (EO PRA), 1 dog was tested 1 on one eye and 2 on
the other.
Has your SWD been tested for Leishmaniasis and what was the result?
It is no surprise that 93% of SWDs in the survey have not been tested, as this test is not normally
recommended either by the Kennel Club or the SWD Club UK. However there is one Affected case of
a dog in the UK, perhaps transmitted maternally.
Has your SWD ever suffered from Aural (ear) Health Conditions?
As SWDs have floppy ears, some of which are very hairy inside, we might expect them to have their
fair share of ear problems. Encouragingly, 71.9% report no problems.
The most common condition of Otitis is experienced by 24.6% of the dogs surveyed, with 1.8%
experiencing deafness, 0.6% having wax buildup in their ears, 0.6% having yeast infections and 0.3%
with Malassetia.
This tallies with results from the 2017 survey.
Has your SWD ever suffered from Cancer or Tumours?
In 2020, 95% of the SWDs surveyed did not suffer from either Cancer or tumours.
However, 1.8% suffered from skin tumours, 0.9% from mammary tumours, 0.9% had cysts, 0.9% had
tumours on the spleen, 0.9% suffered from lymphoma, 0.3% from testicular tumours.
There is a fall in the importance of mammary tumours from 2017, where they were the most
common cancer or tumour.
Has your SWD Ever suffered from Cardiac (heart) problems?
Just under 99% of the dogs surveyed had no heart problems. Heart murmurs made up 0.6% with the
rest composed of single cases of pulmonary stenosis and heart worm.
In 2017, 2.16% of the dogs surveyed reported heart murmurs, so this has reduced in the time
between surveys.
Has your SWD ever suffered from Cerebral Vascular (blood supply to the brain) problems?
98.8% had no cerebral vascular problems. 0.6% (2 cases) suffered TIAs (mini strokes) in older dogs.
One dog suffered from hydrocephalus as well as strokes.
In 2017, only 2 dogs were reported as having cerebral vascular problems, 0.4%, however this slight
rise is not statistically significant.
Has your SWD ever suffered from Dental problems?
In 2017, 2.3% of SWDs were reported to be undershot, so that has decreased slightly. (Narrow base
canine was not given as an option in this survey, so we cannot compare the two surveys’ results.)
89% SWDs in the 2020 survey had experienced no dental issues.
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Approximately 1.5% were undershot, 1.2% were overshot. 1 SWD had an extra tooth.
Approximately 2.4% had issues with narrow base canines, some with intervention, some resolved
with eruption of adult teeth. This is an issue recently addressed in the American Kennel Club
publication, and has been known about within the breed for a long time, being quite common in
Spain.
Approximately 2.3% suffered from dental disease. Approximately 0.9% had retained puppy teeth,
0.9% had teeth missing. 0.6% had pulpitis (inflammation of the gums).
We must monitor the issue of teeth in the breed, as it is highly inheritable.
Has your SWD ever suffered from Dermatological (skin) conditions?
Happily, 80% of the SWDs surveyed had no skin issues. However, this means that 20% of the dogs
had some sort of problem with their skin.
7.19% of the dogs had dermatitis, 6.0% had veterinarily diagnosed skin allergies, 3.3% had alopecia
and 0.6% had pyoderma.
In 2017, 3.14% of respondents reported Allergies (16 cases)
•

1 of these dogs was also Hypothyroid (0.2%)

•

3 of these dogs mentioned Dermatitis (0.59%)

•

14 mentioned Allergies under Immune System (2.75%)

In 2020, 9.43% reported Allergies (31 cases)
•

6.2% were Skin allergies- diagnosed by vets

•

5.3% mentioned Dermatitis

•

3.5% were Environmental allergies

•

2.4% mentioned Atopy (itching)

•

2.7% mentioned Hot Spots

2017:

Dermatitis (itchy skin problems), 0.6%

Alopecia (hair loss)/ bald patches, 0.8%
Food, 0.0
Hot spots, 0.0

Environmental,
0.4%

Atopy, 0.2%
Pyoderma, 0.2%

Skin allergies,2.2%

Sebaceous cysts, 0.2%
Inter digital cysts, 0.0
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2020:

Pyoderma, 1.2%
Atopy, 2.7%

Sebaceous cysts, 0.6%
Inter digital cysts, 0.3%

Environmental, 3.5%
Food, 2.7%
Hot spots, 2.7%

Skin allergies (diagnosed),
6.2%
Dermatitis (itchy skin
problems), 5.3%
Alopecia (hair loss)/ bald…

In 2017, respondents were not asked if their skin allergies had been diagnosed by a vet, so the 9% is
not absolutely directly comparable, but the incidence of allergies has definitely increased in the last
three years, roughly doubling in incidence. This is a high number of veterinary diagnosed allergies,
and we need to keep a close eye on the progression of allergies within the breed.
Has your SWD ever suffered with problems from their Endocrine (hormone) Systems?
Given the publicity surrounding thyroid issues, we expected there to have been an increase in these
issues between 2017 and 2020.
In 2017, the combined number of cases for both hyperthyroidism and hypothyroidism as around
2.9%.
In 2020, 1.8% (6 dogs) reported either of these imbalances. This was a bit of a surprise, given the
current fear amongst many breeders that they are seeing a higher number of cases.
Addison’s and Cushings featured in the breed in both surveys, but numbers were low.
If your dog has suffered from Hyperthyroidism (over active thyroid), please give details below
(NEW)
The one SWD with issues has been tested by Jean Dodds in the USA and is on medication which
successfully regulates her thyroid.
If your dog has suffered from Hypothyroidism (under active thyroid), please give details below
(NEW)
In 2020, 5 SWDs take medication which successfully regulates their thyroids, one has been
diagnosed with autoimmune thyroiditis but is asymptomatic for the condition.
Has your SWD ever suffered with Gastrointestinal (stomach and digestion) problems?
In 2017, the top conditions reported were colitis, hernias and IBD. 30 dogs reported, approximately
5.8% of the SWDs overall.
In 2020, there has been an increase to 10.6% of SWDs reporting gastrointestinal issues.
Once again, hernias (3.61%), colitis (2.1%) and IBS (1.2%) were the top three conditions reported.
After them came torsion/ bloat (0.6%), upset tummy as a puppy (0.6%) and then one case of
possible pancreatitis, one unexplainedly lost weight but recovered without treatment and one
suffered from giardiasis.
Has your SWD suffered with Hepatic (liver) Conditions?
In 2017, there were 6 reports of pancreatitis (1.1%), and 1 each for liver disease and hepatitis.
In 2020, there were only 2 reports of pancreatitis (0.6%), 2 for hepatitis (0.6%) and 1 for bladder
infections (0.3%).
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Has your SWD ever suffered from problems with their Immune System?
The way questions were asked in 2017 and 2020 makes it difficult to compare the two, but generally
the reporting of auto-immune conditions has increased but not statistically significantly.
In 2017, 0.59% of respondents reported Auto-Immune conditions (3 cases)
In 2020, 1.47% reported Auto-Immune conditions (5 cases)
Has your SWD ever suffered with Musculo-Skeletal (muscle and bone) problems?
As stated in 2017, it is not surprising that our SWDs suffer from conditions affecting their joints and
bones, as such an active breed, participating in lots of physical activities.
In 2017, the incidence of musculo-skeletal issues was around 12.1%, with arthritis, lameness and hip
dysplasia as the top issues.
In 2020, we have 17.22% of SWDs reporting musculo-skeletal problems, with a statistically
significant rise in cruciate issues (3.32%), whilst the top issue is arthritis, often of older dogs.
Breed specific issues:
•

‘Moderate angulation’ of the breed?

•

Many SWD participate in athletic sports

•

•

In 2017, 3 of the 4 SWDs participated in Gundog work

•

In 2020, 5 of the 11 SWDs participated in high impact activities (Agility,
Gundog work, Cani-X)

Genetic aspect- but the average C.O.I. for the 2020 dogs was 6.3% (ie not particularly high)

Environmental/ developmental issues
•

More slippery floors mean even puppies slip repeatedly

•

Ball launchers/ repetitive ball throwing, leading to sudden changes in
direction

•

More vigilant owners?

•

Rise in dog insurance?

•

Vets more keen to operate rather than treat conservatively?

General issues
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As a breed community, we need to continue to care for our dogs’ joints and bones, we also need to
look closely at breeding lines, as construction is obviously inherited, and it may be that individuals
with cruciate issues should only be mated to individuals with no history of cruciate issues in their
lines. Keeping Coefficients of Inbreeding low also will help this.
Has your SWD ever suffered from Neurological (disorders affecting the nervous system) problems?
In 2017, epilepsy was the highest reported neurological problem, around 1.77%. Spinal issues was a
close follower.
In 2020, epilepsy was reported as 1.8% (6 cases), so no statistically significant change. However, in
2020, there were also 2 cases of Petit Mal or absence seizures also reported, 0.61% of cases.
The other important issue was problems of the spine, issues with movement, feeling and pain,
2.14%.
The issues here were not reported in exactly the same way in the two surveys, so the results can
only be generally compared, and we need to keep an eye on the incidence of Epilepsy in our breed.
Has your SWD ever suffered from Ocular (eye) problems?
In 2017, cataracts were the most common problem reported, 13 dogs (2.3%), up from 4 in 2014.
In 2020, Cataracts are still the most common ocular problem reported, 6 dogs, 1.84%. The second
most common condition is Glaucoma, including secondary Glaucoma, 4 dogs, 1.2% and blindness, 4
dogs, 1.2%. Of these blind dogs, 2 were diagnosed with EO PRA. There were also 2 dogs diagnosed
with Late Onset Glaucoma 1.2%, and the Club continues to work on finding a possible DNA test for
this condition. The rest of the eye conditions reported were for single dogs.
With the 3 yearly PLA test, eye conditions will continue to be monitored in our breed.
For Bitches only - Has your bitch ever suffered with Reproductive problems?
In 2017, there were 21 reports of bitches with reproductive problems, from 283 bitches (7.4%).
The top problems were false pregnancies and Caesareans.
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In 2020, there were 35 reports of bitches with reproductive problems, from 187 bitches, (18.7%).
This is a huge rise, but may be explained by the fact that with a smaller number of respondents
included, more are owned by breeders, who naturally will report more reproductive issues, but with
a rise this high, we need to keep an eye on this for the future. This is one of the reasons I am
planning to carry out a survey for breeders particularly later in 2020.
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The top two problems experienced with bitches in 2020 are Caesarean sections, 2.69% of females (9
dogs) and false pregnancy, 2.69% of females (9 dogs). Close behind are irregular seasons, 1.8% of
females (6 dogs), long or overly frequent seasons, 1.8% of females and lost puppies (including
reabsorption and miscarriage), 1.5% of females (5 dogs).
If your bitch has experienced any of the reproductive problems above, or any other, please give
details below
Caesareans seemed to be mostly for a big puppy, and several of the bitches had to be spayed
following this. Most of the bitches with false pregnancies were also spayed on vets’ advice.
For Males only - has your dog every suffered with Reproductive problems?
The only reproductive problem reported in 2017 to affect males was the failure of one testicle to
descend (cryptorchidism), affecting 1.7% of males (4 dogs).
There were only two reproductive problems reported in 2020, failure of one testicle to descend
(cryptorchidism), affecting 2.6% of males (4 dogs) and hormone related enlarged prostate, 0.7% of
males (1 dog).
Cryptorchidism is a genetically inherited condition, and so it is recommended that any males
affected are neutered to prevent it being passed on.
Has your SWD ever suffered with Respiratory (breathing) problems?
Kennel Cough was far and away the biggest respiratory problem experienced in 2017, with 32
reports, 6.6%. In 2020, there were 22 cases reported, exactly the same, 6.6% of the overall number
of SWDs in the survey, still far and away the biggest problem.
Has your SWD ever suffered from Urologic (disorders related to passing urine) Conditions?
In 2017, the biggest urological problem was incontinence, affecting 16 dogs (3.1%), 11 of which were
elderly.
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In 2020, the biggest urological problems were Cystitis, affecting 12 dogs (3.7%) and incontinence,
affecting 11 dogs (3.4%). Again, most of the dogs affected were elderly.
Is there anything else that your SWD may have suffered from not listed above?
Of course, not all conditions can be covered, so we left a space for owners to report any other
physical health issues not mentioned before. In 2017, the largest issue by far not covered elsewhere
was that of problems with Anal Glands, affecting 22 dogs (4.3%).
In 2020, the largest issues by far not covered elsewhere were that of cysts/ fatty lumps, affecting 36
dogs (11%) and Tags/ warts, usually on older dogs, affecting 32 dogs (10%). Behind this came
problems with Anal Glands, either blocked or with abscesses, affecting 27 SWDs (8.1%)., which is a
large increase in percentage terms. Whilst not necessarily a serious medical problem, blocked anal
glands can be very irritating for both the dog and owner.
Tags/ warts, often
older dogs, 32

Histiocytoma (benign skin growths, usually in
young dogs) 4
Depigmentation of nose
and eye areas 1

Lime's disease, 1
Cysts/ fatty lumps, 36
Gallbladder issues, 1
Pituitary dwarfism, 1
Hyperkeratosis, 1

Anal Gland issues, including
abscess, 27

Oral cavity mass, 1

If this SWD has passed away, could you let us know why and their age?
I understand that sometimes it can be extremely upsetting to consider our old friends, and I know
that some owners did not feel able to give information for dogs which are no longer with us.
In 2017, there were 36 records (7%) for SWDs which had passed away. The oldest was 17, the
youngest 12 ½ weeks old. The largest group died of old age.
In 2020 there were 27 records (8.3%) for SWDs which had passed away. The oldest was 15yrs and 9
months, the youngest 12 ½ weeks. There was no one condition which dominated, several passed
away with general organ failure, ie died of old age, 6 did not specify why they died.
This question will perhaps be improved for the next Health Survey.
Concluding remarks:
Record keeping:
Although I have email addresses for any respondents of the questionnaire who gave them, bar
sending these to Pat Booth regarding people who have clearly indicated their willingness to
participate in Late Onset Glaucoma research through the Club and anyone wishing to join the Club
Breeders’ List (contact details to be sent to the Secretary), all details of the responses for the 2020
Breed Health Survey will be kept confidential.
What we haven’t done (yet):
I decided to stick to the physical health sections of the 2020 Breed Health Survey, as they more
closely followed the 2017 and 2014 surveys. However, I am planning to carry out some analysis of

The official Kennel Club Spanish Water Dog breed club for the UK
spanishwaterdogclub.co.uk

the behaviour/ temperament sections of both 2017 and 2020 surveys to enable us to compare them.
I would hope to publish a report on these later this year or next year.
I also plan to devise a breeder-specific survey towards the end of 2021/ beginning of 2022 to dig a
bit deeper into some of the potential issues with reproduction and rearing puppies.
I do hope that all responsible breeders will feel able to give honest answers to this survey for as
many of their dogs as possible.
Improvements:
As was noted in 2017, the 2020 survey was open for approximately 2 months at the end of the year.
I hope the next survey will be open for longer, to enable more responses to be gathered.
Regarding the breeders’ survey, all Club breeders will be contacted personally to encourage as full
participation as possible, and in line with the Club’s Code of Ethics, which breeders have signed up
to. Transparency amongst breeders will help us know the true nature of the health issues concerning
breeding/ puppy rearing and encourage sharing of health information which can only be of a benefit
to the Spanish Water Dog community as a whole.
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