
 

 

SWDC CRITIQUE - 5th SWDC CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW SEPT 4th 2022 at Birmingham Championship Show. 

44 Dogs  
50 Entries 
9 Absent on the day  
 
Best in Show Whitehead’s Pabiaga Kemina  
Reserve Best in Show / BOS Spencer’s Valentisimo’s Has To Be  
Best Puppy in Show Hodgkinson -Rutherfords Zorrazo Villain Of Circumstance NAF (Imp Hrv) 
Best Opp Sex Puppy Thompson’s Prizelands Fondant Fancy At Cooishka 
Best Veteran  Napier’s Josalyn Manolito in Seasmoke  
Best Opp Sex Veteran  Napiers Josalyn Juananci 
 
Best Dog & CC Winner Spencer’s Valentisimo’s Has To Be 
Reserve Dog & RCC Hodgkinson -Rutherford’s Sh Ch Zorrazo Quest For Success (Imp Hrv) JW Esp J Ch 
 
Best Bitch & CC Winner Whitehead’s Pabiaga Kemina 
Reserve Bitch & RCC Hodgkinson - Rutherford’s Sh Ch Zorrazo Cheek By Jowl With Chanderhill  
 
Thank you to the SWDC Committee, in particular my stewards, Jenny Abrahams and Sue Nichols-Ward, Show 
Secretary, Ray McDonald,  club members and non-members, for inviting me to be your Judge and for supporting 
the SWDC at their 5th Championship Breed Club Show.  The show was held in conjunction with the City of 
Birmingham Championship Show held at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire .  
 
The atmosphere, support and  friendliness ring side was a credit to all who attended.  
 
The SWDC is responsible to the Kennel Club to deliver breed shows, which along with sporting events, are a 
crucial part of maintaining that the quality and guidelines of the Breed Standard are uppermost in the mind of 
our dedicated breeders, ensuring the health and correctness of Spanish Water Dogs in the UK for decades to 
come. It is an honour to be invited to Judge the breed at this level, suffice it to say I was super delighted with my 
entry of 44 dogs, making a total of 50 entrees, the overall quality of dogs presented for me to judge, was 
breathtaking making placings all the more difficult to assess. Judging criteria should not be personal - a judge 
follows a set criteria called a breed standard and decisions made on individual dogs are made in the hope that it 
provides an unbiased opinion of what is in front of them at that moment in time.  
Kennel Club Guidelines : 
A breed standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including 

the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders 
and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in 
any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed.  
 Our breed has a ‘distinctive ’curly coat which whilst stunningly attractive, can deceive the eye so it is imperative 
to ‘get your hands ’on each dog to measure correctness by touch, feeling for correct proportions and the very 
important muscle tone, of a fit active dog.  
My critique  sets out to help you understand how I made my choices set against the breed standard.  
 
Generally the dogs presented to me where of good temperament, alert and focused , with just a couple of the 
youngsters displaying understandable first show nerves, whilst other youngsters entertained us with their 
exuberance!   
  
Minor Puppy Dog - no entries 
 
Puppy Dog (2)  
1 ) Hodgkinson -Rutherford’s Zorrazo Villain Of Circumstance NAF (Imp Hrv) - attractive brown & white, 11 
months old presented in short coat with nothing hidden, lovely head of correct 3/2 proportions, dark eye, alert 
focused expression , mature for his age, covers ground well, firm let down hocks pushing plenty of drive. 
Maintained top-line. Well balanced in profile, correct proportions throughout - front  not quite parallel coming 
towards, one to watch as he matures.  Awarded Best Puppy in Show.  
 



 

 

2 ) Phillipson’s Silvestre Of The Marjohrita - initially this 9 month old black puppy bounced into the ring, with 
outline typical of breed, presented in full coat, super expression with dark eye, just lacking a little confidence 
when going over him, took time to settle, experienced handler making the best of his uncertainty. Liked his rear 
movement well let down rear pasterns, hocks producing plenty of drive. Correct bite with full dentition. Correct 
proportions, 3/2  head, flat scull,  well set short neck into flowing level top-line - one to watch I certainly look 
forward to seeing him mature.  
 
Junior Dog (1) 
1 ) Hodgkinson-Rutherford’s Sh Ch Zorrazo Quest For Success JW Esp J Ch - standing along could not deny this 18 
month old beautiful dog oozing breed type, sporting a fabulous coat of rustic appearance, handled and presented 
to perfection from his lovely masculine head, alert expression, short study neck, sturdy top line, slightly rounded 
croup and correct tail insertion.  Covering the ground with easy powerful stride. I would like a tighter elbow 
coming towards, to get a slightly more parallel front,  fabulous profile and so typical in all ways. Converging well 
when moved at pace. Just missed out to my male winner today - could easily change places on another day - RCC 
 
Yearling Dog - no entries 
 
Graduate Dog (1) 
1)  Donaldson’s Prizelands In Our Dreams - shown in a long coat of excellent curls, this black 2 year old showed 
his kennel breeding qualities with  his typical outline of correct proportions all round, a medium male short 
tailed with well let down hocks and neat tight feet. Lovely dark eye, gentle expression, moving slightly close 
behind but presenting a neat outline. I suspect a slowly maturing male who will get better with age.  
 
Post Graduate Dog (4)(1A) 
1. Preece’s Janamorio Northern Arlo - shown today in short coat with enough curl this brown and white 2 
year old boy is of super type, moderate throughout very good masculine head with alert expressive dark eyes. 
Shown in tiptop condition with noticeable well-muscled upper and second thighs - stands well over front with 
good lay of shoulder  into parallel front with nice tight feet. Well sprung ribs and just enough tuck - nothing 
hidden on this lovely boy. A little lacking in the rear movement, not quite parallel ,when going away - presents a 
very pleasing out line in profile. Deserved first in his class.  
 
2)  Appleton’s Zulusky Chris Mears - a mature 6 year old  typey brown boy clearly worked with well-defined 
thigh muscles, this lad full of confidence and alert expression enjoying himself in the ring. Nice head, strong neck, 
good spring of rib, enough tuck, level topline, driving rear action off strong hocks, not quite so good lay of 
shoulder making a less balanced front movement.   
 
3) Walker’s Zaryan Sky Full Of Stars - not quite on form today this 2 year old lad was unsettled and a bit nervous. 
Shown with medium length coat of  rustic appearance nice head and expression, a little light in eye colour, moved 
quite well keeping his top line, could be better angulated in rear -  One to watch when more mature.  
 
Limit Dog (2) (1A) 
1)  Spencer’s Valentisimo’s Has To Be  - he took my eye as he strode confidently into the ring! Standing alone, this 
2 year old lovely brown lad just oozed quality from his rustic appearance created by glorious corded coat, dark 
eyes, quick alert attention, stunning head, strong neck into good lay of shoulder, standing straight over parallel 
front, correct depth of chest with slight tuck to well-muscled thighs. Top line maintained  standing and on the 
move - energetic mover with lots of drive, in profile a tag long & just lacking a little rear angulation when not 
stacked. Cannot wait to see him fully matured. Handled to win CC RBIS 
 
Open Dog (3) (1A) 
1)  Hodgkinson Rutherford’s ShCh Zorrazo Hey There Yogi Bear - presented in a shorter coat this white and 
brown 2.5 year old stood like a true showman for his young handler and they made a great team -  lovely 
quizzical expression this smaller lad balanced throughout - stands well over his front with nice parallel legs and 
tight feet maintains his top line and balanced at all times. Moves well with drive through strong hocks. Well-
muscled and robust just lacked a little in back length making him more square in profile. I loved his sound 
character and temperament. Worthy winner.  
 



 

 

2) Peart’s Josalyn Rio Ziggystardust Via Janamorio  - another lovely mature dog handled to perfection- shown in 
short coat so nothing hidden, good balanced head with moderate  stop and correct flat scull. Short strong neck 
into withers, good spring of rib , depth of chest from withers correct, to leg length being 50/50  
moderate slope of croup to correct tail carriage. Keeping good balance on the move in profile and going away- 
just lost to 1 on front movement today.  
 
Veteran Dog (4) (1A) 
1)  Napier’s Josalyn Manolito in Seasmoke - this mature rustic, energetic  brown 10 year old was up for a day out, 
showed his socks off - lovely kind expression, dark eye, well-muscled with good spring of rib, moderate tuck and 
carried his top line at all times. Of correct overall proportions with brisk powerful drive, this lad is so typical of 
his type. Handled well and presented a tough team to beat today.  
 
2) Glayser & Donaldson’s Prizelands Adormidera Jacsen Solo - another lovely 8 year old lad shown in full coat of 
rustic cords, fabulous masculine head, expressive dark eye, again correct proportions and typical of his breed. 
Not quite so energetic today as 1 but a super temperament and overall a very pleasing dog.   
 
3) Brewster’s Blackyboric - shown today in a short coat his lean athletic movement carried him effortlessly round 
the ring. Lovely dark expressive eyes, alert, super masculine head with correct 3/2 proportions and flat scull. 
Strong neck and level top line to slightly rounded croup with good tail insertion. Standing a little tall this lad has a 
good spring of rib, and well tucked in elbows  - 8 years old and still well able for a day’s work.  
 
Special Working Dog or Bitch 
 (1) Hodgkinson - Rutherford’s ShCh Zorrazo Cheek By Jowl With Chanderhill - presented in stunning rustic 
corded coat today -  a fit for function powerful bitch, mature at almost 3 years old, although smaller,  her still 
feminine head with 3/2 proportions flat scull, parallel strong jaw and full dentition- lovely alert expression - deep 
chest with good spring of rib, body slightly longer that 9/8 but carried a level top line at all times with powerful 
drive from good rear action.  Clearly a sporting bitch with a pleasing  profile. Unfortunate to meet my BB today.  
RCC 
 
Good Citizens Dog or Bitch (3) (1A) 
1)  Payne’s Perrorizado Nora Bone  - a  nice 2.5 year old feminine bitch with lovely dark eye, 3/2 balanced head, 
good mouth and full dentition - another with excellent muscle tone worked as an agility dog -  she is a little 
upright in shoulder  which shortens stride  in profile  but recovers with a good bend of stifle to produce that 
nippy rear drive to enable quick turns and sprints. Well sprung ribs for heart and lung space - topped off with a  
9/8 correct body length, slightly rounded croup and good tail carriage.   
 
2) Appleton’s Zulusky Chris Mears (see above) 
 
Minor Puppy Bitch (2) 
1) Lapworth’s Josalyn Urizzilap - this lively 7 month old brown girl presented in full coat took my eye both in 
character and confirmation - correct 9/8 proportions, nice 3/2 balanced head, cheeky expression, with enough 
rib and bone for one so young, standing well over herself with decent angulations, when not on two legs! She had 
nice movement, covering the ground with good balance and holding top line. One to watch as she matures.  
2) Capille’s Chanderhill End Of An Era - another lovely pleasing 7mth old pup with bob tail and strong 
characteristics of her lines, lovely coat, standing well over front and good rear angulation, nice tight feet into let 
down hocks and short rear pasterns. Nice expression. Correctly built with good underline.  Moves true, just 
preferred length of body in (1) Another one to watch.  
 
Puppy Bitch (3) 
1) Thompson’s Prizelands Fondant Fancy At Cooishka - gorgeous striking white and black young bitch shown 
today with rustic appearance beginning to form from puppy coat, from her lovely feminine head to her well 
balanced brisk movement this bitch oozed type and quality. At 9 months old she was presented to win - maturing 
well, completely relaxed showing her fabulous character correct angulations front and rear, correct lay of 
shoulder, enough reach, covering the ground with pace and lightness of step - short strong rear pasterns, good 
muscle tone to thighs, stunning type in profile, depth of chest should improve with age to complete this lovely 
SWD bitch.  
 



 

 

2) Donaldson’s Prizelands Frosted Fancy - sister to (1) and another gorgeous typey bitch from this kennel, this 
youngster has black pigment making a stunning contrast to her curly white well-presented coat, slighter in build 
than her sister, not quite the head and underline in profile or confidence in the ring as 1 but loved her rear action 
and muscled condition, moved well standing well over front and rear, very true in in movement, correct 
proportions, attentive expression, one to watch mature.  
 
3)Lapworth’s Josalyn Urizzilap ( PB1 ) 
 
Junior Bitch (4) (1A) 
1) Donaldson’s Prizelands Frosted Fancy (PB2) 
 
2) Walker’s Espiritu Feria Del  Caballo - lovely typey black bitch, a little anxious at first in the ring, shown in a 
short coat with enough curl, correct 3/2 head, scissor bite, dark eye with alert expression, strong neck set into 
withers and carried through level top-line, slightly sloping croup with correct tail set. Strong rear drive from 
well-muscled thighs and short rear pasterns, producing workmanlike action from this 13 month old  - excelled on 
the move and in profile.  Slightly out at elbow which might improve front action when chest drops. One to follow.  
 
3) Capille’s Lendevers Tempting Whisper - shown in longer coat of good quality curl, a little unsettled today, 
nicely balanced throughout, just slightly square in profile, but well-muscled, which showed in the drive 
particularly in profile, keeping top line on the move, nice correct head 3/2, with dark eye and pigment.  One to 
watch as she matures 
 
Yearling Bitch (1) 
1) Capille’s Lendever’s Quaint Tinsel - standing alone this lovely 20 month old bitch expertly handled by her 
young handler, presented a lovely team. Pleasing to the eye this smaller bitch oozed type from her brown 
medium length curly coat, super alert expression, matching eye to coat, good pigment, well balanced 3/2 
feminine head, flat skull, short strong neck, 50/50 withers to brisket/ elbow to floor ratio, with correct 9/8 
(point of shoulder to point of buttock) good front with parallel forequarters-  strong rear pasterns and short on 
hock. Moved with brisk drive.  
 
Graduate Bitch (4) (2A) 
1) Donaldson’sPrizelands Frosted Fancy (PB2) (JB1) 
 
2) Thompson’s Kurlibears September Truffle At Cooishka - a lovely brown 2 year old with super quality coat, 
lovely feminine head, dark eye, keen expression always attentive to handler. Great breed type standing in profile 
correct 9/8 proportions with good depth of chest and spring of rib, liked her rear moderate angulations and 
short rear pasterns. Well-muscled thighs delivering brisk ground coverage - balanced through rear action - 
preferred the front movement of 1 - overall a true to type bitch with so much to like.  
 
 
Post Graduate Bitch (3) (1A) 
1) Appleton’s Valentisimo’s De Cascada  - at almost 4 years old this well rounded bitch presented in rustic coat 
with correct harsh textures to the curls, alert dark eye, good temperament, lovely head with 3/2 proportions, flat 
scull, short neck, standing over well laid shoulders, straight forequarters, good depth of chest and well sprung 
ribs - correct slight tuck - on the move going away, although well-muscled she just lacked rear drive being a little 
close behind - very typical in profile. 
 
2) Payne’s Perrorizado Nora Bora (GCD/B 1) 
 
Limit Bitch (5) (1A) 
1) Glaysher’s Kurlibears September Aurora - this brown and white young bitch oozed breed type, rustic in 
general appearance, well-muscled, plenty of drive powered by short rear pasterns and good turn of stifle. At  
23 months old maturing into a well balanced bitch with all correct - proportions, appealing dark eye with alert 
expression, particularly good overall in profile with enough tuck and slight slope to croup. Super head and 
excellent temperament.  
 



 

 

2) Grief’s Oh You Are Magic Vom Hause Kristo Of Goldfly  - shown today in short curly coat this white and black 
almost 4 year old was pleasing to the eye, gorgeous feminine head with dark eye, full of mischievous expression, 
lovely muscle tone moving surely from all angles. Well sprung ribs, good depth of chest , correct slight slope to 
croup and excellent tail set, Well balanced throughout moderate angulations all round, slightly shorter in back 
than (1) but could swap places on another day.  
 
3) Peart’s Josalyn Ria Nessa Via Janamorio - not quite so sure of herself in the ring today handled well - shown in 
shorter brown coat - well balanced 3/2 head with flat scull, lovely dark eye, strong jaw,  short strong neck, good 
fore-chest and spring of rib,  plenty of bone,  slightly more tuck than some and a little longer in body, but still 
maintained a good brisk pace on the move.  
 
Open Bitch (4) 
1) Whitehead’s Pabiaga Kemina - my first impression of this 5 year old brown bitch was robust, medium sized, 
workmanlike - shown today in short coat with nothing hidden, having just enough curl, standing, her proportions 
where correct, feminine head with parallel plains, strong jaw with scissor bite, dark expressive eyes, watchful, 
strong neck, good lay of shoulder, 50/50 withers to brisket / elbow to floor, deep chest and spring of rib, level 
topline to slightly slopping croup, perfect tail insertion. Strong thighs with well-muscled second thighs, moderate 
angulation to bend of stifle with let-down hocks into short pasterns, tight feet. Parallel rear and front standing 
four square on. Correct underline with slight tuck. Moving , she came into her own, her handler gave her just 
enough pace to reign in her brisk drive and keep her balanced maintaining her top line coming, going and in 
profile. Confident and engaging, she simply owned that ring. CC BIS 
 
2) Palumbo’s ShCh Rainethyme Memory Keeper JW - another stunning quality bitch, fabulous temperament and 
character, beautifully presented this 5year old brown and white short tailed girl had a feminine head with correct 
proportions flat scull, short strong neck, well boned throughout, standing well over parallel front with good lay of 
shoulder, excellent top line, with the slightly rounded croup, correct tail insertion, nicely muscled rear moved 
well, not quite the drive of (1) nevertheless a lovely example of the breed. 
 
3) Spencer’s Conbrio Box Of Delights - nice 22 month old bitch of true rustic appearance, slightly squarer than 
standard, but lots to like about this typey bitch. Super expression and alert with a sense of keenness, good head 
with correct proportions, short strong neck good depth of chest, needing ribs to spring , correct underline and 
slight tuck, not quite the rear angulations of 1/2 just impacting on rear movement. Excellent temperament in 
tune with handler.  
 
Veteran Bitch (3) (1A) 
1) Napier’s Josalyn Juananci - this lovely nearly 12 year old brown bitch shown with her rustic curly coat, took 
everything in her stride, nicely muscled, she still enjoys life to the full, still maintaining her level top line on the 
move, good overall proportions, balanced head with dark eye, flat scull and parallel plains, short strong head, 
short neck, enough spring of rib, slight tuck, good moderate rear angulations making this older bitch hard to beat. 
Worthy winner today.  
 
2) Walker’s ShCh Valentisimo’s Tizi - shown today in a short coat, this 8 year old is still well able to strut her stuff 
and enjoy her day. Feminine head with lovely dark expressive eyes, short strong neck, holding top line, not quite 
the rear angulation of (1) rather longer in rear pastern.  Still pleasing on the move in profile with enough reach. 
Carrying  a little more weight than (1) clearly making the most of her semi-retirement. Could swap places on 
another day.  
 
Respect and Congratulations to all the winners and to all who entered the show.   
Remember at the end of the day, you always take the best dog home with you.  
 
Pat Booth - Maravilla  


