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the last Newsplash.

The First SWDC Championship shéhat a fabulous day the SWDC first
championship show was, held in glorious weather in conjunciigh
Windsor Championship Show. It was brilliant to see so many members
attending and the veteran classes were so fabulous to watch. The show
achieved great sponsorship for the cups and awards, | thought the BIS
trophy was just fantastic.

The judge fothe day wasSpanistbreed specialist judge Jose Maria Pinero
Lopez. His BIS winner being Multi Ch Curioso De La Ribera Del Genil Del
Valentisimo who won his fourth CC on the day, at an amazing twelve years
old. Nigel announced his retirement after the shavhat a fitting end to a
FlLyidlradAad akKz2g OF NBSNY ¢KSBCH// o1 a
Valentisimo's Pacopilik who gained her title on the day becoming the first
bitch Show Champion for the breed. What an amazing achievement for
team Valentisimo!

Discorer DogsThe second Discover Dog of the year was held at Excel in
London in October with the stand being managed by some very
experienced owners who gave their free time up to help promote the
breed and educate those interested in owning a Spanish Waigr 8¢

my thanks go tdane Appleton with Quizzi, Natalie Spenser with Vasco and
John Parden with Ted.

| am only sorry © 2 dzf bR iiébd] as it waa momentous dajor SWDC
members, with successes on the day Michelle Thearle in the agility ring
qualifying for the Crulfts final, and young Beth Hodgkinsartherford
competing in the JHA handling final, a great achievement for both. Well
done!



Water Training:Pat and her team have again delivered another brilliant series
of water training days. | just lovaeeing all the pictures on Facebook of the
dogs working, you can see how much they enjoy the activities.

Working test:The SWDC held it second working test (AV Spaniel except
Cockers and ESS) withd@&gsin attendance. The judges being Mr Martin
Deacon ad Mr Chris Page. The overall winner of Best Hunter and Best in Test
gl a GKS {25 | fSYyiAaAY2Qa DAzSNNBNEP
handsane boy by winning the RCC at the SWDC Championship show and the
Gundog Group at Bournemouth champions&how. Someore fantastic

results there for the Valentisimo team.

Heath Survey¢ KS / £ dzo Qa | SIF 6K { dzZN®¥Seé Kl a oS
closed and séar, we havemore than500 responses which will give us a great
sample size to look at the hehlof the breed. Joy Middleton is working on the
analysisnow and will hopefully beble toshare the finding with us all at the

AGM next year.

We are also still trying to arrange a date for the TCAN testing seminar that was
requested at the last AGM. Thisll now be in 2018 and Joy will circulate
information once a date has been finalised.

Breed standardAs | understand it the formal approval of the SWD Breed
Standard in Spain is imminent. | am hopeful that a proposal can be put to the
membership shortlyThis igo align the UK standard with that in the home
O2dzy iNEX $6KAOK KlFa lFfgrea 0SSy GKS {
Any change will need to be approvediopstmembers attending the AGM.

Timing to achieve that is tight as we have very strict circulation liessifor

AGM business, so we need the final Spanish approval and then a final proposal
for member to consider needs to be ready by the end of the year.

| hope that everything aligns as we have been waiting for this for a
considerable amount of time. Ifewdo not align on timings it will mean a
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by the membership is then forwarded on to the UK Kennel Club who own
the Breed Standard for approval.

I F¥S¢ o0Ala 2F K2dzAS{1SSLMAyYy3IX

2018 Open Shw: After a discussion at the AGM it was proposed that we
return to having the open show in conjunction with the City of
Birmingham. The Club show will move back there from 2018.
Unfortunately,the Kennel Club building will not be available, so the show
will be held in the main area of the show and will be held after breed
judging has been completed.

Supported showsThe SWDC will also be looking to supgoféwopen

shows during 2018, encouraging societies to put on SWD classes and select
judgesfromthe f dzo Qa f Aatad 5SGlFAfta FNBE &8
these societies will provide a geographical spread across the country.

Judging Seminat KA & &SI NDa 2dzR3IA y'Hovéner A y | N.
and again was fully subscribed. | wish a few masenfwithin the breed

would come along as we really do need to grow our breed specialist

judging list.

New Facebook pag&he SWDC launched iatest informationFacebook
page in October which as many members requested gives us the
opportunity to communicad through this medium. Hopefully you will all
have the link. Special thank you to James for pulling this together.

The CommitteeFinally | wanted to say a few words about the team that
runs the SWDC. As you will see from this list of activities the Citwemi

have been very hard working this year and | applaud all their efforts. As |
have previously said that this is one of the most hardworking teams | have
been involved in.



However it has also been very disappointing to see a number of members
using Faebook topubliclycriticise the SWDC, its activities and in particular
members of the committee, these comments to me seemed to be personal
slights rather than about SWDC business. | am of course aware of the
fissurethat exists in the breed, | remember rpyedecessor reporting it in

his outgoing AGM speech. Over time | have tried many things to try and
heal thisrift, but | admit now this has been with little success, in fact this
year has been particularly unpleasant. The comment | will nsaite i
seemseasier for some to throw stones and criticise than it is to support.

The SWDC committee is a team of volunteers who do #forghe benefit
of the breed and you the Club membegn,| ask you when referring to
the SWDC to put your personal divisidrttee door aad work with us for
the betterment of the Spanish Water Dog.

Finally, | want to say a personal thank you to Pat Booth who as well as
being Treasurer, leads the water training side of the club and has once this
year assumed the role of editingeisplash. In my opinion Pat is one of

the members that is backbone of the SWDC and as you can see does so
much for the membership in her own time, all dog clubs need a Pat and |
am personally humbled by her dedication to the breed.

The final task from m&s to wish you all a merry Christmas and a
prosperous new year.

With my best wishes °A
Anthony WM :
Mion o)
Qusgied



DISCOVER DOGS AT LONDON EXCEL 2017
Written by Jane Appleton

Friday Quizzi was very excited helping to make red and yellow bunting

all afternoon, then we tidiedip the hairdo after rather a muddy walk!
¢CKIFIyla 2 WHySQa Kdzaol yRXT w2ys | f¢
the display items for the stand are packed in the car, ready for the prompt
start to set up at Excel on Saturday morning.

Saturday Gales had been correctly forecast and everyone struggled in

the bleak riverside car park on arrival while City Airport traffic roared close
2PSNKSIFRI odzi 62yRSNFdA te G2 WIHySQ:
Sheltie owners from our Good Citizens training gtoLipey carried one

huge rucksack and took Quizzi up the access slope while Janehmee

GKS GNBtfSe fIFRSY 6AGK 2 WuNdtRdliéf LI | &
on arrival at stand 190 to see Natalie had left a bag to show she was here.

2 A G K gaimhfértibreaR sorted it was easy to erect his crate and settle
him in the pen while | set up the stand and Natalie and her mother Sue

came to help. The show was already gettiogsyl Y R 6 dzaé& | yR A
open till 10am! We were soon busy chattinggeople and having our

beautiful dogs admired.

Discover Dogbas many events held throughout the weekend in separate
arenas, and Natalie was soon asked if anyone on our stand would like to
take part in the Handling even@f courseNatalie and Vasco weideal

for this and off they went to promote our breed in the Handling arena. At
only 9 months old Vasco was amazing and looked very handsome in his full
coat. Quizzi was enjoying life on the stand and had to learn to jump up to
the barrier on command to net his public. This was very excitigpt

allowed to do that at home! There was an enormous amount of interest at
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the stand and we were so grateful to Natalie and Sue when they came to
give us a break at lunchtime. Quizzi bought a wooden puzzle toydre

of the trade stands and he had great fun chewing it up while Jane was
explaining to someone how clever the breed was! The afternoon whizzed
by and Quizzi was quite happy get back in the car for the journey home.

Sunday He was still keen to come daon Sunday to meet up with John
and Ted for another very busy day. Ted looked amazing as his lovely white
coat stood out against the red carpeting at the stand. He was so polite and
calm everyone wanted to see him and touch him. Quizzi by this time was a
bit bored and kept playing opening and closing his crate door with joyful
B LAYy 3Is: y20 SOSNE2YySQa ARSIF 27T Tdz
also demonstrated the soalemoval trick for a lady in a wheelchair who

was very taken by him. We had thecaement of meeting our SWD Agility
star Michelle Thearle who came to say hello at the stand,latel we saw
Prince Michael of Kent visiting the show. The dogs were so good all day
long, but werereadyto go home once John and Jane had dismantled
everything and packed it all away, with hardly any of our information
material left. What a great weekend, it is so good to have our SWDs
admired with such interest.

it

Looking forward taCruftsso that we can do it all over again!!
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Jane and Quizzi John and Ted

If you would like to joim in with your dog at

Discover Degs
Please contact Pat for info and a chat.

pbooth@spanishwaterdogclub.co.uk
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Spanish Deer Dog - Or, How We Learned T oo Love
The Nose

Written by Andy Slaymaker

We have a wonderful Spanish water dog called Rosa, who has - as is
common for the breed - a huge amount of drive and determination, and a
real urge to do as she darn well pleases. We'd done some gundog work
and she was OK with it, but after picking up some pigeons she decided
dummies were dull, dull, dull - not unusual once a gundog has been
working in the field on real prey. She likes agility, but she's a heck of a lot

faster than | am so serious competing was never going to be a thing.

She comes from good working stock and | wanted to find something that
she really enjoyed, something | could do with her that made her as happy
as her dad when he's out picking up pheasants, or her mum out beating.
Something that we could do where her bad habit of rushing off after her
nose could be harnessed! Her weakness, you see, is deer. The woods we
use for walks are heaving with muntjac, fallow and roe, and she was
developing the nasty habit of tanking off when she picked up a hot scent
and coming back when she was good and ready. Good nose, but we really
needed to either harness it or never let her off lead again. Not a great

option.

We sometimes work the game fairs for the club, and had spoken several
times to the Bavarian Mountain Hound Society on their stand. Their training

officer assured us that they accept any breed for training, and so after quite
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a lot of dithering (I suffer with social anxiety, and new things are pretty hard
for me) we booked a training day at Thetford forest, our closest venue.
Schweisshund (scent dog) training aims to teach a dog to track deer - or
other large game, such as wild boar - after they have been wounded, either
by a shot or a road accident, and follow the scent trail to find the animal to
allow humane dispatch. The training is based very much on the European
model, where they have been using hounds to follow up wounded deer as a
matter of course for a very long time. The training offered by the society
focuses on preparing a dog to work with a deer stalker, teaching the
practical skills for both dog and handler. All the trainers are experienced
deer stalkers and deer managers, who know how a wounded deer behaves
and what a dog has to be able to do to find it. After a fairly long drive we
found the meeting place and parked up, trying not to look suspicious every
time another car filled with dog walkers pulled into the car park. Eventually
somebody pulled up in a four wheel drive with a BMHS sticker on it - this is
it, we thought, and indeed it turned out to be one of the other trackers for
that day with their hound. She made us feel very welcome, and as everyone
gathered it was interesting to see the mix of breeds; Bavarian Mountain
Hounds (obviously), Basset De Fauve Bretagne, German Shorthaired
Pointer, Dachshund, Labrador x German Wirehaired Pointer - and us! Once
we were all assembled we headed out to the part of the forest allocated for
that day's training. The society works fairly closely with the Forestry
Commission, and they tell us where we can work for each particular
session. What was really interesting was watching Rosa's behaviour. It can

take her ages to get used to new people, but she took to the tracking group
10



very quickly, just as she likes gundog people; | think that's because working
dog people - whatever type of working dog it is! - don't make the mistake of
immediately trying to make friends with a new dog. They give them the time
to approach on their own terms, no eye contact, and no squeaky 'oh how
adorable!" voices. As you can imagine, our usually anti-social Spanish was

in heaven!

For any new dog or puppy, the training starts very low pressure, with lots of
reassurance, praise, and treats. The dog wears a tracking harness or a
proper tracking collar and a long line, in order to form the association
between equipment and activity - we borrowed one for that first session. We
knew that Rosa loved deer scent, but we wondered how she'd take to real
blood.

In order to train the dogs to follow a blood track real blood is used,
harvested from shot deer, and the track is laid with deer feet (known as
cleaves, the hooves and lower leg bones) bolted into shoes that attach over
your own footwear. This creates an authentic smelling track for the dog to
follow, and the prize at the end of the track is a deer head. | know the whole
thing sounds terribly gruesome, but it's all necessary to teach the dog how

to track in a real situation.

(As a side note, I've learned a tremendous amount about deer and their
welfare since we began tracking. Deer numbers are higher than they've
ever been in this country, and if the population isn't controlled humanely by

people with rifles, then starvation and car accidents are left to do the job.

11



Neither of the latter options is at all humane. If you want to talk to someone

who respects and understands deer and their welfare, talk to a stalker.)

Peter - the Society's training officer for Thetford - showed us how to use the

tracking shoes, and how to mark the track you've laid. One person walks

i E M

ahead to mark the track
with pegs, as it's been
found that brightly
coloured clothes pegs are
visible, and easy to
remove so that nothing is
left in the woods once
we've all departed. The

., second person walks

. through with the attached
cleaves to leave a scent
for the dog - and there is a
real knack to it! So we flailed through the woods to lay the track, then retired
back to the cars to let the track age, and have a cup of tea. As you would
very rarely be working your dog on a fresh track, the laid tracks are allowed
to age for several hours. The dogs wait in the cars while the tracks are laid,
then once the waiting period is over you head back to where your track
begins, put the dog into its harness, and off you go.That first track was
short, with a single turn, and laid with plenty of blood and - just to spice it up

for a novice dog! - chunks of deer liver dropped along the line of the track.
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Peter was very kind, and explained that it takes some dogs a few goes to

get the idea of following the blood track, and not to be disappointed ifé .

At this point, Rosa put her head down, took one sniff - and took off at a fast
trot. | thought she'd be good, but even | was surprised at just how good she
was; | knew to look out for the subtle change in body language that
indicated that she'd picked up the scent of the deer, but she went like a
rocket, took the turn, and arrived at the head faster than | ever thought she

to start barking to let you know that

would. At this point, you want the dog
: they've found the deer,
but wouldn't you know it?
Rosa 'The Gob' decided
that she didn't need to
shout, did she? She'd
found it, next track
please! | couldn't be
happier, she was over
the moon (especially
because she was allowed
to carry the head back
and give it a chew), and
another group of people
had seen just how able our breed is. We managed two tracks that day, and

I knew I'd found her 'thing'; put her on a track and it lights her up like

nothing else, no matter how much she enjoys belting around an agility
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course. She seems to enjoy the work aspect of it as much as anything else;
it's a job, and she doesn't rest until the job is done, that marvelous work
ethic that the Spanish possesses in such a generous amount.We carried on
through the summer of 2015, and she proved herself an able and eager
tracker so when the test schedule was announced | thought I'd enter her for

her level 1 test.

The level 1 schweisshund test comprises:

- A 400 metre track incorporating two 90 degree turns
- Aged for 3to 5 hours

- Track laid using tracking shoes or tracking iron and 100ml of blood from a

recommended blood bottle
- Obedience
- Optional 200 metres reporting test

The obedience element was... interesting. The test requires that the dog sit
and wait in sight of the handler, who can leave an item of stalking
equipment with the dog and then retreat 30 metres. The dog can lie down
or fidget, but should not bark, wander off, or follow the handler. They stay

there for 5 minutes, then get called in.

Yeah. | put Rosa in a sit, told her to stay, then set off to walk to where Peter
was waiting; he began to chuckle, and when | turned to see what she was

doing Rosa, who was following me, immediately sat down and looked
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innocent. 5 minutes? We managed 15 seconds! The next part is a walk to
heel, and much to my surprise we managed that fairly well. | will admit, |
was worried about the test. | had no reason to be; Rosa had impressed
everyone over the summer, even being called 'dog of the year' by Peter the
training officer! | knew she had the ability, and the determination to follow
the track no matter how brambly and full of nettles the course may be, but it

was a test and tests are scary.

For me, of course; she wasn't worried in the slightest. We went to the start
of the track, the judge had his clipboard and showed me the shot site, and
told me to carry on. Harness on, lead the dog in, let her sniff the scuffed up
area that represents the place where a deer has been shot, give the
command - Track on!' - and we were off. | will confess, | didn't see much of
the test. Whoever had laid it had done a cracking job, and she did most of it
at a fast clip, with me hanging on to the long line for grim death and keeping
my head down to avoid being punched in the face by a tree. We got to the
end of the track, and began the second part
of the test - the reporting test. The reporting
test - also known as a chase trail - is done
off lead, with a 'hot' (non aged) track laid just
before the dog begins the tracking test. We
got to the beginning of it, | let her off with the
command to track, and off she shot. My

heart was in my mouth; we'd practised this

several times, and she had amazed us once
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again when she figured out for herself what we wanted her to do - follow the
track, find the head, and then come back and find me to lead me to the find.
Some hounds bay to call you in, but going back for the handler is a perfectly
valid technique.Silence, then - 'she's found it,' crackled the radio, and we
didn't have to wait more than a couple of minutes before she bounded out
of the bracken, waited for me to follow her, and led me straight to the head.
| can't say how proud of that little dog | was right then.We not only passed -
despite the dreadful score on the obedience! - but we got a Diploma 1, the
highest of three grades, because we'd got a perfect track score, 80 out of
80. Because she's not KC registered (long story), she couldn't have the
certificate for passing her test, but because she's on the KC's working dog
register we got an official letter from the Society detailing her

achievement. Then the really hard work began - preparing for the level 2!
This is a much more challenging test, as it should be; if you're tracking in
the field for real, the welfare of an injured animal depends on the skill of dog
and handler, so the training has to be to a very high standard. We tried a
track at one of the other Society sites, in the Forest Of Dean; we'd heard of
the presence of wild boar there, but it was startling to see so much
evidence of them. The ground is torn up in a lot of places, and even we
could smell them - if human noses can detect their scent, goodness alone
knows what it smells like to a dog. Rosa got confused, and a large humber
of our pegs seemed to vanish; some sites suffer occasionally from
interference from people who disapprove of deer and boar hunting. | get it, |
do, but it's not as simple as 'hunting bad/wildlife good'. Enough of that,

however. It's been a brilliant experience, and fascinating watching other dog
16



breeds work; Bavarian Mountain Hounds are amazing dogs, and born
trackers, very much a specialist breed. Cesky terriers are brilliant little
workers, a lot of the HPR breeds are wonderful trackers, and recently a
cockerpoo passed its level 1, and there is a standard Poodle and a husky
cross working at one of the other sites! We've become quite involved with
the Society, with Slay (husband, indefatigable driver and all around Good
Egg) qualifying as a tracking judge this season, and I've been accepted as
a judging assistant. We're both also hoping to get more involved in deer
management, as it turns out that I'm not such a rotten shot as |
remembered myself to be. We've been made very, very welcome and even
if you don't shoot or intend to shoot you'll still be made to feel welcome -
we've made some firm friends these last couple of years! As long as you
have a reasonable level of fitness you'll be able to cope with the physical
side, and it's amazing how much wildlife you'll see while laying tracks in the
woods.Thanks to work commitments we didn't get as much training done
this year as we'd hoped, so sadly we didn't pass our level 2 test. But we
came very close, in very tough conditions, so I've got high hopes that with a
little more work we'll get through it. It's a comfort that several working

Bavarians took more than one go to pass their tests as well!

So, if you've got a Spanish that is ruled by its nose, and makes you
blush at gundog training days by vanishing to check out the smells in
the hedgerow, and if you've got an interest in wildlife conservation
and deer management, then consider schweisshund training. The
Bavarian Mountain Hound Society has brought Rosa and ourselves
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a great deal of pleasure over the last three years, and there's much
more to come.

If you would like to have a go, check out the BMHS society at
www.BMHS.org.uk .

You book training days online, and if you've got any queries feel free
to ask me on Facebook, or any of the Society training officers (email
addresses are on the website).

Happy tracking!
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Flyball 2017...an 'explosion
of fun'

Written by Gill Frost

The 'Maravilla Curly Crew' have enjoyed another year of racing in the lanes
with Kiki gaining her Fyball Dog Advanced Alxardat time of printing
Newsplashagain coming top of the AnnuBFABreed Standings. All the

dogs 'run for fun' not prizes but the points gained towards their milestone
awards are very important to Kiki, especially when presented with this
tasty sardime cake from her team!

Kiki Yummy

Teya finally made her debut in Open competition this year but it was
unfortunately short lived!!! Outside the ring she loves to play gaméis wi
her beloved tennis ball, including a consistent retrieve to hand!!

Add a fly ball box and four hurdles and nothing else exists in her world. The
highly stimulating game and her tennis ball obsession is too much for her
to deal with so for now we'll carentrate on what makes her happy!
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The latest additions to our flyball family are Lulu, Roc and Chispa, hopefully
not too literally following in their mother's (Teya) pawprints. They have
2yt e 2dzad o0S3dzy GKSANI (NI Asyspaged = & 2

Congratulations John and Teg
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